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1. Introduction 
 
Purpose of the document 
 
In June 2013, the City of Pointe-Claire announced it had appointed Convercité to undertake a study on 
the future of Pointe-Claire Village. The goal of this study is to highlight the needs of Pointe-Claire 
Village so it can be brought to the attention of elected officials and managers:  this is the first step.  The 
next step would be that the City of Pointe-Claire, now having a vision of the needs of the Village of 
Pointe-Claire, use this information to define a plan of action to ensure good management and 
development of the Village and make decisions that serve the cultural interests of all citizens of Pointe-
Claire. 
 
An information meeting was held last June 19 at Saint Joachim Church in Pointe-Claire attended by 
elected officials, officials of the City of Pointe-Claire and about 150 citizens. Mrs Marie-Pascale 
Lalonde, in charge of the Convercité file, explained the work which would need to be done to examine 
the situation.  Mme Lalonde defined the study in these terms:  “ It’s like a plumber who visits someone 
who has a plumbing problem:  at the end of the visit, he notes that the drain of the sewer is blocked, for 
example. The plumber doesn’t necessarily tell you how to fix the problem, but gives you an overview of 
the situation.” A study identifies elements that are missing or that need to be fixed. 
 
The study done by Convercité will be based on the following process: 
 

• A survey of citizens, business owners and visitors to Pointe-Claire Village 
• Meetings with business owners and the associations of Pointe-Claire Village 
• Comments gathered, either in writing e.g. presentations or by phone. 

 
Further to these surveys, meetings and testimonials, Convercité will produce its study. Convercité will 
submit its report to the elected officials of the city only after the elections of next November 3 and the 
City will then look at the results of the study. What we understand is that the interpretation the study 
will be left entirely to the discretion of the City of Pointe-Claire.   
 
Following a discussion with Convercité, we learned, initially, that history and heritage were not 
included as elements of the survey and we feared, because of this, that the study would not take into 
account the components for the vision and development of the Village of the City of Pointe-Claire.  
These components are essential for our village life. At our request, this point was added to the survey.  
Further to this request, we were informed of an interesting development:  after June 19, we learned that 
Convercité had hired Mr Gilles Morel, formerly responsible for the management of the heritage of Old 
Montreal for the City of Montreal. 
 
Mission of the Société pour la Sauvegarde du Patrimoine de Pointe-Claire (SSPPC) 
In 2000, the SSPPC was created by a group of Pointe-Claire citizens anxious to protect the built heritage 
which was in poor condition in Pointe-Claire. Its mission is to safeguard and restore the architectural 
and archealogical heritage of Pointe-Claire. Since that time, the SSPPC has developed an educational 
arm to sensitize the population to the importance of heritage preservation. It is recognized as a 
charitable institution by the government because of this aspect of its activities.  Members of the SSPPC 
donate almost 5,000 volunteer hours annually in the pursuit of its mission. 



Achievements of the Société (see also appendix I) 
 
During the last thirteen years, the SSPPC has played an important role in the protection of three heritage 
houses and in the protection of the architectural integrity of La pointe claire. Its members have done 
thousands of hours of historical research in archives and have published brochures titled À la pointe 
claire and Le Moulin de Pointe-Claire 1710-2010.  They have also produced a teaching aid for grade 5 
classes entitled 300 ans d’architecture à Pointe-Claire, have given many guided tours, held conferences 
and expositions, have written several presentations, etc.  In the summer of 2006, they accomplished the 
Mission of Research on Windmills in France. In 2010, they bought and restored millstones for the 
Pointe Claire Mill. In 2011, the SSPPC participated in the creation of the mural l’Épicerie du Village 
(historical arm) and undertook steps to create a museum in Pointe-Claire in the Antoine-Pilon house 
(1710). Since 2010, members of the SSPPC have produced historical calendars. Finally, since its 
creation, the SSPPC has hired more than 25 students from various research areas whom they have 
supervised. 
 
Involvement of the SSPPC in the Convercite study 
 
Working steadfastly since its creation to preserve and highlight this unique place called Pointe-Claire 
Village which is rich in history and architectural and archealogical heritage, the SSPPC naturally sees it 
as a duty to present its own comments on the current situation in Pointe-Claire Village, as Convercité 
has invited citizens to participate. We are responding to Convercite’s invitation. 
 
We want, through our comments, to share our vision of engaged citizens and, by doing this, sensitize 
the population and those involved in this file, to the issues which are so important to us.  While we will 
concentrate on themes of heritage and history, we will include other aspects of interest, notably, the 
quality of life in the Village and accessibility of services. We hope that Convercité will take these into 
account in its final study because we know what we are talking about due to our daily lives in the 
Village. 
 
Political willingness and vision 
 
Enlightened management of a village like that of Pointe-Claire, an area that has buildings 300 years old 
and is a singular place of history and memory, must rely on political will and a clear, inspiring long 
term vision. It must, furthermore, have tools which allow it to take charge of the different dimensions 
which contribute to make this place a place where there is a sense of belonging, a nice place to live and 
a source of pride for all its citizens and future generations. 
 
Memoire on the Planning Program (2010) presented to the City of Pointe-Claire 
 
On April 7, 2010, the City of Pointe-Claire proposed an urban plan and invited citizen to comment on 
the proposal. The SSPPC made, at this time, a presentation containing a series of recommendations to 
the City concerning the management of Pointe-Claire Village and the integration of the latter into the 
urban plan. The urban plan proposed by the City of Pointe-Claire put the emphasis on two development 
projects: a city centre in the West Island and a civic centre. The SSPPC asked in its presentation that the 
urban plan emphasize a third sector: Pointe-Claire Village. We wish and believe it is necessary that one 
of the main issues of the urban plan should be the preservation and highlighting of its heritage. The 



latter constitutes a richness and source of pride as well as a potential major recreation-tourist attraction 
for Pointe-Claire. 
 
Pointe-Claire Village is more than a concentration of historical buildings and its enhancement requires, 
as proposed in our brief of 2010, a planned unit development and a definite vision of its future 
development. The Village is not only a magnificent place:  it has a unique soul and spirit and a 300 year 
heritage shared by thousands of citizens and visitors. It is important to preserve the special character of 
this which is the core of the village and to make sure that the various stakeholders are on the same page 
as the heritage concerns and the citizens. 
 
2. Pointe-Claire Village: historical and patrimonial importance (see Appendix 2) 
 
The core of the Village has retained its urban fabric since 1756 and its original allotment has grown in 
250 years.  Houses are usually small and built close to the street with no setback and reduced lateral 
margins. The land occupancy rate is high. Single family dwellings of two stories are close to one 
another leaving no room for abundant vegetation. 
 
The Antoine Pilon house (1710), Demers-Portelance (c. 1847), Antoine Felsque (c. 1850), Charlebois 
(c.1850), Brunet (c. 1876), as well as the Canada Hotel (c. 1850) survived the fire which destroyed 
almost half the village in 1900. The Bourgie house (c. 1905), Mitchell (1900), Legault (1911), as well as 
the Pointe-Claire Hotel (1900) and the post office (1937) were built after the fire – together they 
constitute one of the most original inventories of splendid, diversified urban heritage on the Island of 
Montreal. 
 
The twentieth century transformed the Village with the disappearance of several main and secondary 
buildings to make parking lots and with the gradual replacement of traditional materials.  In the last 40 
years, 25 heritage homes have disappeared in the heart of Pointe-Claire Village transforming it 
significantly. It is a big loss for the soul of the place. 
 
Further to the SSPPC’s request, the City of Pointe-Claire and the Ministère de la Culture, des 
Communications et de la Condition feminine du Quebec (MCCCF) mandated, between 2002 and 2005, 
consulants to study the heritage of Pointe-Claire at a cost of $100,000. The conclusions of these studies 
highlight the historical and patrimonial importance of Pointe-Claire Village and the importance of 
preserving and developing it. 
 
Le développement urbain de Pointe-Claire  
(Historical Study by Guy Mongain, Montreal, Ministere de la Culture et des Communications du 
Qubec/Ville de Montreal. 2005): 
 
“Pointe-Claire is blessed with one of the most unique heritages on the Island of Montreal.  From the 
original concessions to the creation of the Village, from the garden city to the modern suburb, a large 
range of development is represented in Pointe-Claire, making the city a splendid  
example of urban heritage.”  p. V 
 
 
 



Inventaire patrimonial et étude du patrimoine bati de l’arrondissement de Pointe-Claire (By Patri-Arch, 
City of Pointe-Claire, 2005), 
 
“The remarkable quality of the built heritage of which the oldest remnants will soon be 300 years old. “ 
Vol. 1, p. 43 
 
“The pointe claire sector has four of the oldest buildings in the Village of Pointe-Claire which form a 
unique institutional whole with the mill, the church, the convent and the presbytery. These buildings and 
their location near Lac St-Louis form an exceptional architectural and natural landscape.”  Vol. 1, p. 
45 
 
Étude du potentiel archéologique (Archaeological potential study - Archeotec, 2002) 
 
“The extremely positive results shed light, not only on antiquity, but on the importance of the Pointe in 
the history of this island.  It would be advisable to develop this project (archaeological inventory) to get 
a more accurate and complete idea of this strategic sector of the island.”   Supervision archéologique à 
Pointe-Claire, site BiFk-8, Archeotec, 2002, p. 52. 
 
The Council of the City of Pointe-Claire and its employees have these documents. Further to reading 
these studies, one cannot ignore the rich heritage of the city of Pointe-Claire. These studies, the 
Convercité study and this document are sources of information that the City of Pointe-Claire should use. 
 
As specified in their respective mandates, these consultants have come up with recommendations to 
better preserve and highlight this heritage. The SSPPC supports all of their recommendations (see 
Appendix 2 for extracts from the original documents). 
 
3.   Our evaluation of things lacking and needed in Pointe-Claire Village 
 
LIVING ENVIRONMENT/SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CARACTERISTICS 
 

• Housing 
 

o Pointe-Claire Village is losing its residents: the majority of what could be multi-storey 
housing is occupied by office buildings on the Lakeshore Rd. which leads to the 
disappearance of housing and subsequently residents.  Pointe-Claire Village could become 
a ghost town. 
 

o There is no provision to help those looking for housing in the Village. 

 

o There is no shelter or long-term care facility (CHSLD) in the Village 
 
 
 
 



• Artistic life 
 

o Groups of artists and artisans who need financial assistance or a place to work are not 
encouraged to come to the Village.  Artists need help promoting their artistic endeavours. 

 
LIVING ENVIRONMENT/PHYSICAL SPACE 
 

• Cachet and village aspect: La pointe claire 
 

o Land around the church is surrounded by electrical wires which takes away from the beauty 
of the location 
 

o Frost fences on the river interfere with the visual harmony of the river banks. This model is 
not appropriate in such a natural and heritage setting. 

 

o The house of the church warden, located next door to Saint-Joachim Church, fits badly into 
the architectural setting of this historic site of La pointe claire.  It hampers the visual 
harmony of this unique historical setting. 

 
• Cachet and village atmosphere: the Village 

 
o The new buildings and expansions to existing buildings are not well integrated into the 

environment and the Village atmosphere. The type of covering used and the way they are 
built are not appropriate in an historic village. 

 
o Parking in the Village does not fit into the atmosphere and landscaping is not used to better 

integrate it such as by setting up green walls and planting mature trees. There is no 
underground parking in the Village. 

 
o Few indigenous trees have been planted in the Village in the last 50 years. 

 
o Little landscaping is done in the Village for the summer season. 

 
o Access to Bourgeau Park is poorly indicated and poorly developed for residents and 

visitors: one must pass by a parking lot to access it.  The park is poorly integrated with the 
Village. 

 
o Adding park benches, fountains and public toilets near the lake as well as in the Village 

would make it more comfortable for visitors and cyclists. 
 

• Access to the lake 
 

o There is still no direct access from the main street to the lake or riverbanks for its citizens. 
 



o There is no beach. 
 

o One can barely see the lake from the Village. 
 
 

• Cycling 
 

o According to Velo Quebec, Pointe-Claire is the missing link in the Route Verte.  There is no 
bicycle path in the Village with signs and adequate markers. To our knowledge, no 
feasibility study for a bicycle path has been done to date. 

 
o There are few bicycle racks in the Village. 

 
• Security  

 
o The sidewalks leading to ecole Marguerite-Bourgeoys and Saint Joachim Church, on Saint-

Joachim and Saint-Anne streets south of Lakeshore Road, have outlived their life span and 
are in bad shape. They are lower than the level of the streets causing the accumulation of 
large amounts of water when it rains or when the snow melts or a large amount of ice when 
the weather is cold. They are badly maintained and snow removal is poor due to poles that 
are on the sidewalk. As a result of this, students going to school and residents and 
parishioners have to walk in the street. This is very dangerous. 

 
o The intersection at Saint Joachim and Lakeshore Road intersection is dangerous for 

pedestrians as well as motorists and cyclists especially when one comes from the north on 
Saint Joachim Street:  Saint Joachim Street is very narrow, visibility is zero for motorists on 
Saint Joachim and for pedestrians on Lakeshore Rd.  The latter are regularly surprised when 
they cross the north side of Saint Joachim thinking no vehicle can emerge on this street.  
Without oval and convex mirrors on each side of Saint Joachim Street, motorists can’t see 
pedestrians coming from either east or west on the Lakeshore Road.  Motorists on the 
Lakeshore Road don’t see the stop sign at Saint Joachim and often go through without 
stopping as the stop sign is not visible or luminous.  There is a high risk of a collision. 

 
o There is no sidewalk on the east side of Saint Joachim Street, between the day care and the 

public parking.  Children from the day care are on the street every day of the week as well as 
seniors and pedestrians.  They walk in the street which is dangerous. 

 
o Many inhabitants of the Village don’t feel safe. Measures to improve the feeling of security 

of the citizens of the Village, especially at night, are desirable. 
 

• Cleanliness 
 

o Acts of vandalism, chiefly graffiti, are regular occurrences in the Village.  There is no policy 
that graffiti be removed within 24 hours, thus discouraging graffiti artists. 

 
o There are almost no garbage cans in the Village. 



 
o There are no recycling bins for recycling bottles and cans in the Village. 

 
o The sidewalks, streets and public areas are not clean. 

 
o Antoine Pilon Park is badly maintained and is not clean. 

 
• Winter activities 

 
Other than the skating rink, no winter activity is organized in the Village (for example, cross-country 
skiing or snow shoeing on the lake with a marked circuit. 
 
STANDARD OF LIVING/ECONOMIC VITALITY 
 

• Taverns 
 

o Taverns disturb the population of the Village:  
This type of establishment attracts a clientele that is increasingly rowdy in the evening and 
during the night.  There seemed to be a moratorium on liquor permits and establishments 
serving liquor until 3 years ago when the city granted a permit to a pub in the Village which 
contravenes one of the planning objectives outlined in the Planning Program of 2011 to keep  
the peaceful atmosphere of the Village. 

 
• Noise disturbance 

 
o Noise interferes with the quality of life of the residents of the Village: 

In the past, the peaceful atmosphere of the citizens was harshly tested: they were disturbed 
by noise when the bars closed, mainly on weekends, on the Lakeshore Road. Two 
establishments were closed:  the Maples Inn and the Edgewater. Recently we have been told 
that during the summer and on weekend evenings after the taverns close, young people 
gather behind businesses and homes on the Lakeshore Road to end the evening. This 
occasions a lot of noise in the middle of the night as well as garbage and often human waste. 
The quiet atmosphere of the village is disturbed once again. 

 
• Services to the population 

 
o Nearby services for the residents of the Village are in the process of disappearing one after 

another.  In 2010, the City of Pointe-Claire in its new urban plan, centralized recreation and 
community services which were located in the Village near the civic centre.  It also changed 
the zoning of the post office and community centre from public to commercial despite 
opposition from citizens who were concerned about the closing of these establishments. This 
creates a danger which the Society raises in its presentation in 2010. Thus, many citizens 
lose these services, including leisure services. Seniors with reduced mobility and who don’t 
own a car are now disadvantaged. 

 



• Services which have been lost 
 

o The post office in the Village 
 

o The doctor’s office in the Village 
 

o No Société des Alcools (SAQ) in the Village 
 

o No shoemaker in the Village 
 

o No hardware store in the Village 
 

o No Caisse Populaire or bank in the Village 
 

• Leisure services which are threatened in the Village 
 

o Curling club 
o Bowling club 

 
• Community centre is threatened 

 
The Noel Legault Community Centre is now zoned commercial and we fear that it will close despite a 
great need for a community centre for the residents and associations of the Village. 
 
4.  Political context effecting the development and future of Pointe Claire Village 
 
To make it complete, all studies of deficiencies and needs associated with the situation in Pointe-Claire 
Village, have to take into consideration the political context in which the village is evolving and 
developing. This is the context, after all, on which all decisions which effect the present and future 
health of this area and the people who live there depends. During the last few decades, further to the 
merger and then the de-merger of the City of Pointe-Claire from the City of Montreal, one notes how 
changing this context can change the perception and enhancement of patrimony. Sometimes very 
positive, sometimes indifferent, the perception of the elected and municipal officials is an important 
element that must be taken into account in an analysis of the situation. 
 

• Lack of will to develop the Village 
 
In the past 13 years, the SSPPC has noted the unwillingness of our elected officials to highlight the 
historical importance of Pointe-Claire Village.  For example, we note that: 
 

o Interpretation Centre: There is no museum or interpretation centre in the Village despite 
the exceptional patrimony found there.  Further to the submission by the SSPPC in 2012 of a 
project to create a heritage interpretation centre in the Antoine Pilon House (built in 1710), 
the City indicated it was not interested in the creation of the centre nor any involvement in 



restoring the house. To date, even though it is one of the oldest buildings on the Island of 
Montreal, Andre Charbonneau, its owner, has been responsible for all restoration work. 

 
o Pointe-Claire has not yet asked for assistance from the Service d’Aide-conseil en 

Restauration Patrmoniale (SARP).  SARP has an online database for municipal stakeholders 
to highlight the architectural atmosphere of their area. Member municipalities allow their 
citizens to benefit at no charge from the consulting services of SARP (simplifying getting a 
permit, expertise in heritage renovation, intermediary between the citizen and the Planning 
Department, improvement in the quality of renovations with original materials, improvement 
of the built heritage). 

 
o There is no heritage specialist in the Planning Department of the City of Pointe-Claire to 

help with a vision of protection and conservation. There is no expert in heritage to advise 
homeowners. 

 
o Pointe-Claire has not approached the foundation Rues principales, a nonprofit organization 

working on socioeconomic revitalization and sustainable development of municipalities. Due 
to its global approach and unique expertise, it has improved the quality of life of citizens in 
more than 250 municipalities in the past 25 years. Rue principales creates a climate of 
consultation and sustainable development for each municipality, creating pride for all and 
projects that unify. 

 
o There are no provision for tourists visiting the Village - a gathering place, an information 

counter, an area where there is documentation - tourist maps highlighting businesses and 
other important places, leaflets. 

 
o There is no fair or celebration specifically related to the Village e.g. a festival, a parade, 

show or contest. 
 

o There is no outdoor central gathering or a well-defined public area for residents and visitors 
who wish to take part in the socio-cultural activities of the Village. Such a space could serve 
as a meeting place for festivals, shows, a public market, etc. There is currently a vacant lot at 
the corner of Lakeshore Road and Cartier. 

 
o There is no message board in the Village or a section of the City’s website where citizens 

can put notices about activities and events in the Village. 
 

o There is no sign at the entrance to the Village inviting people to view the rich history of the 
area. This would encourage numerous people to make a stop in the village. 

 
• Lack of importance given to La pointe Claire heritage site  
 

o We observe that the prevailing attitude of our elected officials regarding Pointe-Claire 
Village shows a lack of will concerning the importance given to the heritage of La pointe 
claire.  Although an important first step was made on April 2, 2013 when the officials 
adopted a “règlement pour la citation de La pointe claire en site patrimonial”, no concrete 



intervention has been made to date to highlight this magnificent historical site.  For example, 
we note that:  

 
-No tracing of the ground has been made to indicate the site of the fort or the first church 

 
-The mill is falling apart.  Despite its commitment to invest $500,000 in restoring the Pointe- 
Claire mill (outlined in its Programme Triennal d’Investissement – PTI) and the fact that the 
mill has needed to be restored for years, the City of Pointe-Claire has not acted.  The mill is 
literally disintegrating and is in a pitiful state. This is a sad state for our City’s emblem. 

 
-No study or strategy concerning the future use of the buildings on the site of the Pointe, 
notably the Convent of the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame, has been proposed by 
the City as yet.  As Luc Noppen, holder of the Canada Research Chair in Urban Heritage, said:  
“All the convents of Quebec are or will be sold.  Once entrepreneurs get their hands on them, 
it’s already too late.” 

 
-There is no memorial for the cemetery behind Saint Joachim church where despite moving 50 
bodies to a new cemetery in the 1950’s, almost 5,000 of our ancestors are still buried. 

 
-Further to a request by the Society to the parish to set up 4 historical panels on the site of the 
Pointe, the City refused to collaborate on this project saying to the Parish Council that they 
would wait until the heritage site was created. 

 
• Little initiative from the City regarding heritage and history 
 

o Since 2002, the Village doesn’t have its own counsellor : it is paired with the Cedar sector as 
Cedar-Le Village on the City Council and thus, doesn’t have a counsellor exclusively devoted 
to the Village who can defend and propose initiatives for this sector and who represents the 
interests of its residents. 

 
o There is no heritage policy in Pointe-Claire.  To date, this is true even with regards to the 

heritage site of La pointe claire as the City has not indicated its intentions. 
 

o There is no independent Heritage Committee. The Comite Consultatif en Patrimoine consists of 
members of the Comite d’urbanisme (CCU).  We note, in this context, the absence of heritage 
experts or representatives from the heritage sector (museologist, historian, etc.) Despite the 
expertise of its members, no representative of the SSPPC was asked to sit on the committee nor 
was consulted. 

 
o There is no Plan particulier d’urbaisme (PPU) for Pointe-Claire Village in the Planning 

Program of the City of Pointe-Claire of 2010. 
 

o Despite creating the Plan d’implantation et d’integration architectural (PHA) for Pointe-Claire 
Village in 2001, the buildings which have been built or have been heightened by one story since 
that time, have not been seamlessly integrated into the Village:  they don’t look like the 
historical buildings.  On March 13, 2006, M Michel Barcelo, then a professor in the Urban 



Planning Department of University of Montreal, made a presentation to the City Council of 
Pointe Claire.  He confirmed that that PHA of Pointe-Claire Village had no teeth and was 
ineffective. 

 
o No celebration or commemoration is planned by the City to highlight the 300th anniversary of 

the establishment of Pointe-Claire in 2013. No committee was formed to look after this 
celebration and no special event is planned by the City.  Nevertheless, the centenary of the 
incorporation of the City was highlighted by the municipality in 2011. 

 
• Lack of support by the City of Pointe Claire for the Société pour la Sauvegarde du Patrimoine 
 

o No projects of the SSPPC have been supported by the City of Pointe Claire despite repeated 
demands.  In the past, the City gave the SSPPC $2000 annually (from 2003 to 2008).  However, 
in 2009, while the SSPPC was undertaking a campaign to acquire the stones for the mill, the 
City called for an end to all initiatives regarding the restoration of the mill.  Since that time, the 
Society no longer receives funding. 

 
o Despite the numerous accomplishments of the SSPPC in the areas of conservation and 

highlighting of heritage, it receives virtually no collaboration from the City of Pointe-Claire 
despite numerous requests for assistance. The City never mentions the accomplishments or 
projects of the SSPPC, for example, on its web site or in the mayor’s newsletter: 

 
o Refusal to support the SSPPC in the creation of an interpretation centre in the Antoine Pilon 

house, the Heritage Centre of Pointe Claire. 
 

o Refusal to support the SSPPC in the production of a book about the history of Pointe-Claire, 
Pointe-Claire 1713-2013 

 
o No financial support for the operation of the SSPPC since 2009 (see above) 

 
o Refusal to support the creation of 25 historical plaques for the Village in 2001; the City finally 

agreed to contribute to the installation of the plaques because it was the only municipality in the 
West Island not involved in the project which was initiated by the SSPPC. 

 
o Refusal to support the production of a historical map of Pointe-Claire Village in 2001:  The City 

didn’t want to be involved in the development of an historical bicycle route in the West Island. 
 

o Refusal to set up les Fêtes du Tricentenaire in 2013, a project which excited Heritage Canada 
which would have contributed up to $250,000 on condition that the municipality be involved 
and contribute. 

 
o Refusal to loan the SSPPC a meeting room, notably in Stewart Hall; refusal also to the 

Associations des families to hold their annual congress in Pointe-Claire this year, on the 
occasion of the tricentenary. 

 



o No support in the creation of two bilingual brochures on the history of Pointe-Claire:  A la 
pointe claire (2005) and The Pointe-Claire Mill, 1710-2010 

 
o No support in getting the millstones for the Pointe-Claire windmill in 2010.  The SSPPC went 

ahead on its own to acquire these thanks to the support of generous donors. The stones are 
stored waiting to be installed in the mill. 

 
• Indirect acknowledgement by duplication of resources 
 

o Educational aspect: there were no activities of a historical or heritage nature for children or 
school groups in Pointe-Claire. The SSPPC created a teaching aid for grade 5 students in 2002.  
The quality of this tool was noted and today it is used as a model throughout Quebec. In 2011, 
the City hired a consulting firm to develop a teaching aid for grade 6 students. 

 
o There is no doubt that the City recognizes the value of certain contributions of the SSPPC in 

terms of highlighting the history and heritage of Pointe-Claire as several of its initiatives in this 
area have drawn their inspiration from the SSPPC. This is the case, among others, with guided 
tours by bus which are held at the same time as several of our walking tours and the instalation 
of historical plaques other than those installed by the SSPPC. These sometimes use some of the 
text developed by the SSPPC. The City hires consulting firms to do work similar to that done by 
the SSPPC. This confirms the usefulness of our work. 

 
• An unhealthy situation 
 

o In addition to the lack of interest that the City of Pointe-Claire has for the SSPPC and its 
projects, we should mention, in closing, certain recent situations that seem to indicate that the 
SSPPC is seen by the elected officials of Pointe-Claire not as an ally in the preservation and 
highlighting of the history and heritage of Pointe-Claire, but as an unwelcome participant. If 
this is the case, it is an unhealthy situation as a municipality should welcome and profit from the 
involvement of its citizens in the well-being of the community. 

 
o Despite the opposition of the SSPPC and numerous citizens, the zoning for the Village post 

office was changed. When Canada Post announced in 2012 that the post office would be sold, 
almost 1500 citizens signed a petition opposing this.  Despite this, the post office was closed. 

 
o In 2011, the SSPPC was refused access to the City of Pointe-Claire archives which are, 

nevertheless, public. It was necessary to make a request to the Commission for access to 
information so that the SSPPC had access to the archives several months later and with some 
restrictions. 

 
o Despite an official request by the SSPPC, we were refused a seat on the Comite Consultatif en 

Urbanisme (CCU). 
 
 
 
 



5.  Conclusion 
 
This survey of the deficiencies and needs in Pointe-Claire Village is a realistic observation of the state 
of the Village as seen by those who live and work there and who have its future at heart. 
 
Its management, its rich ambience and quality of life have been discussed.  The SSPPC hopes that this 
snapshot of the state of the exceptional area with its rich history and heritage, will influence Convercité 
in its consultations and will sensitize the elected officials and administrators of the City of Pointe-Claire 
as well as its citizens to do their own thinking not only on the current conditions but on the future of the 
Village of Pointe-Claire as well which we hope will be improved in numerous ways.  For this to happen, 
one must be able to count on a political willingness of commitment to heritage on the part of future 
elected officials and on their adoption of an enlightened vision of the future of Pointe-Claire Village; a 
vision which reflects the interests and concerns of the citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix I : Achievements of the SSPPC since 2000 

The Société has achieved: 

   Safeguarding of the architectural integrity of La pointe claire  

   Safeguarding of three heritage house  

   Heritage tours of Pointe-Claire  

   Creation of a collection of 3000 old pictures  

   Exhibitions  

   Creation and implementation of a pedagogical, historical and architectural tool (brochure and 
student guide) on the Village of Pointe-Claire for 5th grade students  

   Publication of the historical brochure À la Pointe Claire in 2005  

   Participation to the Opération Patrimoine Architectural de Montréal (OPAM) since 2005  

   Mission de recherche sur les moulins à vent en France, summer 2006. Ten weeks, 10 000 km, 70 
flour making wind mills visited, 37 hours of interviews with specialists:  

  -  Preliminary report of the Mission (119 pages)  

  -  Transcription of 37 hours of audio and video interviews (445 pages)  

  -  Synthesis report of the Mission (65 pages)  

   The Tournée des moulins à vent du Québec, summer 2007 with two experts from France: Chris 
Gibbings, mill expert and Thierry Croix, mill carpenter  

   Organizing the one-day event: Visites et conférences sur les moulins à vent in collaboration with 
Icomos Canada  

   Many conferences on wind mills and on Pointe-Claire history  

   Transcription of 1,850 notary acts on Québec mills  

   Transcription of more than 2,000 notary acts on Pointe-Claire history since 1672  

   Research on the history of Pointe-Claire in different archival institutions  

   Archival of all documents gathered by the Société  

   Many studies on our heritage  

   Filing of a document to the Ministère de la Culture, des Communications et de la Condition 
féminine of Québec  

   Writing and publication of 15 articles on our heritage in the media  



   Many interventions in the media  

   Creation of the website www.patrimoinepointeclaire.org  

   Purchase and restoration of millstones for the Pointe-Claire mill (mesuring 1,95 m by 35 cm, 
weighing 2 tons each and coming from La Ferté-sous-Jouarre in France.) Official arrival of the 

millstone on July 17
th

, 2010.  

   Brochure The Pointe-Claire Mill 1710-2010. Launching of the brochure on September 19
th

, 2010.  

   Feasibility study for the museum of Pointe-Claire in the Antoine-Pilon House (financial aid from 
the CLD)  

   Writing and presentation of a brief on Pointe-Claire urban planning in 2010.  

   Organisation of the event Des photos qui nous parlent (2011).  

   Participation (2011) to the Épicerie du Village mural (historical component)  

   Production of the Heritage Calendar since 2010.  

   Production of the 2011 historical calendar, distributed to 13,451 houses thanks to a partnership with 
the Comité du Centenaire de Pointe-Claire  

   Hiring and supervision of more than 30 students coming from different research sectors. The 
Société was able to reach the municipal authorities to achieve:  

   Feasibility study for the restoration of the Pointe-Claire windmill  

   Obtaining 500 000 $ allocated in the budget of the City of Pointe-Claire for the restoration of mill 
for phases 1 and 2  

   Studies on the history and the architecture of Pointe-Claire by the City of Pointe-Claire and the 
Ministère de la Culture et des Communications of Québec  

   Request (September 2005) for the creation of the heritage site La pointe claire (created by the City 
in April 2013)  

The Société has created :  

 The Société Découverte et Sauvegarde du Patrimoine de l’Ouest-de-l’Île in 2002  

 The Association des Moulins du Québec in 2007  

 The Comité des amis de la maison Antoine-Pilon in 2012  

The Société is currently working on :  

 The production of the historical book: Pointe-Claire 1713-2013 

 Opening a museum of Pointe-Claire in the Antoine-Pilon (1710) house  



Appendix II : Studies and reports on Pointe-Claire history, heritage and archaeology 

 (excerpts) 

 

Historical Study – Guy Mongrain : Le développement urbain de Pointe-Claire. Montréal, Ministère de la 
Culture et des Communications du Québec/Ville de Montréal. Page V :  

 



 

Patri-ARCH : Inventaire patrimonial et étude du patrimoine bâti de l’arrondissement de Pointe-Claire. City of 
Pointe-Claire, 2005, p. 01-2–01-04, 43-46 : 

 



















 

 

 

 

 



Archéotec inc. - Supervision archéologique à Pointe-Claire, site BiFk-8., 2002, p. 52 : 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 


